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Van  Wert  Tractor  Sales 

LEONARD  &  HARVEY 


SPRAY  MATERIALS  &  FARM  CHEMICALS 


NEW  HOLLAND 

BALERS  &  FORAGE  HARVESTERS 


W.J( L 


There  are  very  very  few  businesses  that  believe  in  one  old  fash¬ 
ioned  idea  that  has  helped  to  build  the  largest  mercantile  estab¬ 
lishments  in  the  United  States. 

Today  when  you  walk  into  a  business  place  the  person  waiting 
on  you  may  have  a  pained  expression  on  his  or  her  face,  hoping 
you  will  buy  guickly  and  get  lost.  (Sure  there  are  some  ex¬ 
ceptions — where  the  boss  does  his  own  selling.) 

There  is  more  business  lost  and  driven  away  than  is  represented 
by  the  money  stolen  out  of  the  cash  drawer.  All  this  just  because 
it  is  considered  old  fashioned  today  to  be  courteous  to  your 
customers. 

Several  generations  ago  when  a  customer  walked  into  a  place 
of  business — it  was  considered  the  natural  thing  to  do,  to  smile, 
address  your  customer  by  his  or  her  first  name  and  offer  your 
service.  If  the  customer  was  finicky,  queer,  or  just  plain  can¬ 
tankerous  he  still  received  careful,  courteous  attention  and 
treatment. 

Our  Plant  and  Equipment  is  Spankin'  Brand  New — but  we  are 
glad  that  our  service  of  courteous  treatment  remains  old 
fashioned. 


HOLLAND  PIONEER  MILLS,  INC. 


jji'Wft 


HOLLflnD-PIOnKR  miLLSiss 


We  buy  corn,  wheat,  oats,  and  soybeans.  We  sell  Lucky  Strike 
Feeds.  We  give  old  fashioned  courteous  service. 


OFFICIAL  PROGRAM 

SESQUI-CENTENNIAL  PAGEANT  COMMITTEE 

OF  VAN  WERT  COUNTY 

Commemorating  the  150th  Anniversary  of 
Van  Wert  County  and  the  State  of  Ohio 

HELD  AT  VAN  WERT,  OHIO 
SEPTEMBER  10-11-12,  1953 

The  Van  Wert  County  Sesqui-Centennial  Pageant  Committee  wishes  to 
extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  each  and  everyone  who  joins  with  us  in  this 
celebration  of  Ohio's  150th  birthday. 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  and  express  our  appreciation  for  the  invaluable 
help  of  the  many  organizations  and  individuals  who  have  contributed  to  the 
success  of  this  occasion.  The  time  and  effort  expended  by  many  public  spirited 
individuals  is  beyond  ordinary  thanks. 

As  this  book  must  go  to  press  quite  some  time  before  the  final  arrange¬ 
ments  for  all  the  events  of  this  Sesqui-Centennial  are  completed,  it  is  apparent 
that  it  is  impossible  to  list  names  and  give  credit  for  many  of  the  committees 
and  organizations  doing  the  work.  But  we  do  give  them  the  highest  praise  and 
know  that  they  will  find  satisfaction  in  knowing  that  they  have  done  their 
work  well. 

VAUGHN  RINARD 
Chairman  Van  Wert  County 
Sesqui-Centennial  Pageant  Committee 


Willshire  Variety  Store 

Wiltshire  Lumber  Co. 

Dry  Goods — Notions — Ready  to  Wear 

Headquarters  for  School  Supplies 

Large  Enough  to  Serve  You 

Small  Enough  to  Know  You 

Phone  90F3  Willshire.  Ohio 

Phone  66  Willshire,  Ohio 

Stuckey  Hatchery  &  Furniture  Store 

Clouse's  Super  Market 

FURNITURE  &  BABY  CHICKS 

Quality  Food 

Priced  Right 

Phone  4  Willshire,  Ohio 

Phone  65  Willshire,  Ohio 

Dellinger  Brothers 

Spitler  Brothers 

at  the  home  of  quality 

Plumbing — Heating — Appliances 

TV  and  Installation 

Choice  Meats 

National  Brands  of  Groceries 

Fresh  Produce 

Phone  60  Willshire,  Ohio 

Free  Delivery 

Phone  52  Willshire,  Ohio 

Fred  A.  Smith  Lumber  Co. 

Webb's 

Formerly  W.  P.  Robinson  &  F.  A.  Smith 

Tourist  Court 

SINCE  1922 

Saw  Mill — Planing  Mill,  Lumber  Yards  &  Office 

Pure  Oil  Service  Station 

SCHUMM.  OHIO 

NIGHT  PHONE,  VAN  WERT  21631 

NIGHT  PHONE,  WILLSHIRE  122F4 

R.  No.  1,  Convoy,  Ohio 

Junction  49  &  U.  S.  30 

NIGHT  PHONE,  VAN  WERT  21631 
NIGHT  PHONE,  WILLSHIRE  122F4 


VAN  WERT  COUNTY  SESQUI-CENTENNIAL  PAGEANT  COMMITTEES 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN  . 

.  VAUGHN  RINARD 

CO-CHAIRMAN  . 

.  DR.  KEN  MILLER 

ASST.  CO-CRDINATOR,  DIVISION  CHAIRMAN 

_  PERRY  G.  WISE 

SECRETARY  . 

.  GENE  SIELSCHOTT 

FINANCE  DIVISION  CHAIRMAN  . 

.  ED  SMITH 

SPECTACLE  TICKET  DIVISION  CHAIRMAN  . 

.  BOB  BOWMAN 

PUBLICITY  DIVISION  CHAIRMAN  . 

.  CYRIL  BECHTOL 

SPECTACLE  DIVISION  CHAIRMAN  . 

.  RICHARD  BEBOUT 

SPECIAL  EVENTS  DIVISION  CHAIRMAN  . 

.  DALE  WILSON 

HOSPITALITY  DIVISION  CHAIRMAN  . 

.  BILL  PHEANIS 

Budget  Control  Committee 

Mrs.  Virgil  Johnson 
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Mrs.  Kenneth  Dellinger 

Nolan  Stuckey 

Mrs.  Mark  Price 
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Howard  Wilkinson 

Dave  Dietrick 

Paul  D.  Wyandt 

Vaughn  Rinard 

Robert  O'Neill 
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Mrs.  Rufus  Duprey 

Tom  Wilkinson 

Mrs.  Clay  Mosier 
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Wooden  Nickels  Committee 

Mrs.  John  Shenk 

Retail  Merchants 

Gate  and  Ushers  Committee 

Official  Hat  Committee 

Nolan  Stuckey 

Alpha  Delta  Omega  Lamba  Chapter 
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Cyril  Bechtol 
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Bob  Reidenbach 
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Bob  Young 

Catherine  Pennell,  Chairman 
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Harry  Gunsett 
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Mayor  Martin  Feigert 
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Roy  Shaffer 

Mrs.  Glen  Livingston 

Prosecutors 

Mrs.  Sumner  J.  Walters,  Jr. 

Sumner  Walters 

VAN  WERT 

THE  I 

'EOPLES 

NATIONAL  BANK 

SAVINGS  BANK 

We  Invite  You  to  Use  Our 

50th  Anniversary 

COMPLETE 

BANKING  FACILITIES 

1903  -  1953 

% 

MEMBER  FDIC 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

THE  OUNSETT  COMPANY 

LUTHER  GUNSETT 

HARRY  GUNSETT 

142-144  EAST  MAIN  STREET 

D.  J.  Gunsett  Co. 

Serving  the  Van  Wert  Community 

HEATING 

ROOFING 

Since  1910 

PLUMBING 

SHEET  METAL 

HARDWARE, 

PAINTS, 

ELECTRICAL  SUPPLIES, 

STOVES, 

FLOOR  COVERINGS, 

HOUSEWARES. 

118  S.  WASHINGTON 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

PHONE  2777 

Dr.  Forwalter 
Earl  Shaffer 
Leonard  Conn 

Cast,  Costume,  and  Make-Up  Committee 

Mrs.  Howard  Foltz,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Carl  Fox 

Mrs.  Rufus  Duprey 

Mrs.  Virgil  Johnson 

Mrs.  Thomas  Meyers 

Mrs.  Harold  Ireton 

Mrs.  Robert  Ruhlin 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Landis 

Mrs.  Jackie  Morris 

Miss  Suzanne  Heath 
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Vada  Van  Wormer 

Mrs.  Robert  Reidenbaugh 

Mrs.  Delas  Poling 

Mrs.  Joe  Riley 

Miss  Jane  Fraylick 

Construction  Committee 

Eldon  Long,  Chairman 

George  Brenneman 

Leonard  Oechsle 

Properties  Committee 

Forest  Gribler,  Chairman 

Werner  Becker 

Merle  Knittle 

Scenario  and  Title  Committee 

Bob  Koch,  Chairman 
County  Superintendent  Brand 
Bob  Baker 

The  Rev.  C.  Frank  Mills,  First  Baptist  Church 

Parade  Committee 

Leroy  Eicher,  Chairman 

Gordon  Slusser,  Co-Chairman 

Howard  Hines 

Frank  Giessler 

William  Anderson 

Harry  Beilis 

Historical  Window  Committee 

Aubrey  White,  Chairman 
Gordon  Balyeat,  Co-Chairman 
Bill  Derry 
George  Peck 


Luther  Gunsett 
John  Maxim 

Traffic  Safety  Committee 

Tim  Kennedy  with  the  cooperation  of  the  State  Patrol 

and  the  County  Sheriff 

Historical  Committee 

Mrs.  Luther  Gunsett,  Chairman 

Miss  Agnes  Pennell,  Secretary 

C.  E.  Drury 

Mrs.  Lawrence  Pennell 

Mrs.  O.  W.  Priddy 

Wilson  P.  Brumback 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Spieker 

Mrs.  O.  E.  Shurtleff 

Norman  Conn 

Miss  Elizabeth  Rex 

Mrs.  Albert  Kanan 

Fred  A.  Smith 

Miss  Zelma  Yoh 

Phil  Conn 

H.  F.  Wise 

John  I.  Miller 

Harvey  Brown 

York  Local  School 

H.  E.  Griffith 

E.  C'.  Humphreys 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Wolfe 

Mrs.  J.  P.  Mollenkopf 

Miss  Evelyn  DeClerq 

Eugene  Feigert 

Mrs.  L.  C.  Miller 

Pauline  Jones 

Mrs.  Blanche  Evans 

Russell  O.  Evans 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Johnson 

Mrs.  Robert  Wilkinson 

D.  J.  Cress 

R.  O.  Sawmiller 
The  Rev.  Herbert  Schumm 
Mrs.  P.  G.  Profit 
Mrs.  Ethan  Everest 
Miss  Ethel  Armstrong 
Mrs.  Delas  Poling 
Robert  Hines 
Karl  Gunsett 


Hoverman  Insurance  Agency 

"Over  a  Decade  of  Complete 
Insurance  Service" 

104  Vi  E.  Main  Street 

(Above  Van  Wert  National  Bank) 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

HOTEL  MARSH 

Luncheons  —  Dessert  Bridges  —  Dinners 
Wedding  Receptions 
PRIVATE  PARTY  AND  MEETING  ROOMS 

Phone  2671  lames  N.  lohnson.  Mgr. 


Compliments  of 

Cowan  and  Son  Funeral  Home 

616  South  Washington  Street 
VAN  WERT,  OHIO 


RAABE'S  INC. 

Your  Dodge  -  Plymouth  Dealer 

Telephone  22031  226  S.  Washington  St. 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 


DON  SMITH 


DON  SMITH 

Free  Appraisals  to  any  part  of  U.  S. 

CLARK'S  SHOES 

Quality  Shoes  Since  1849 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 


MORRIS  OIL  CO. 

Distributors  of  Gulf  Oil  Products 

Cor.  Main  and  Shannon 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 


YORE  -  KNOLL 

FUNERAL  AND  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

Washington  and  Raymond 
VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

C.  E.  KNOLL 
FUNERAL  DIRECTOR 


LICENSED 
OHIO  -  INDIANA 


ISAAC  VAN  WERT 


OUR  GRATEFUL  THANKS  AND  ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

TO  THE  FOLLOWING: 

Marsh  Hotel,  Jim  Johnson,  Manager 

Mayor  Martin  Feigert 

Bordon  Cheese  Company,  Inc. 

Continental  Can  Company,  Inc. 

Kennedy-Kuhn  Implement  Company 
Retail  Merchants  Bureau 
Community  Clearing  House 
Van  Wert  Police  and  Van  Wert  Police 
Association 

County  Sheriff's  Department 
State  Highway  Patrol 
The  Alpha  Delta  Omega  Lamba  Chapter 
Sorority 

Wilkinson  Printing  Company 
Wilson  Gift  Shop 
Hisey-Bebout 
Peoples  Savings  Bank 
Beard-Wise  and  Beard 
Times  Bulletin  Newspaper  and  Staff 
Central  Mutual  Insurance  Company 
Mrs.  Lester  Boyd,  Organist 

To  all  others  who  have  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  pageant 
but  due  to  press  deadlines,  we  were  unable  to  acknowledge  on 
this  page,  our  grateful  thanks. 


Knodel  Meat  Market 


Knodel  Meat  Market 

Beaupre  Brothers  Inc. 

QUALITY  MEATS  AND  GROCERIES 

LINCOLN  MERCURY 

SALES  and  SERVICE 

114  No.  Washington 

LIFETIME  GUARANTEE  USED  CARS 

Phone  2878  Van  Wert,  Ohio 

120  N.  Cherry  St.  Van  Wert,  Ohio 

Merry's 

Presler  Motors  Inc. 

Park-N'-Save 

Super  Market 

Pontiac  and  Buick  Cars  and  GMC  Trucks 

CHARLES  MERRY.  OWNER 

217  So.  Walnut  St. 

214-216  N.  Washington  St.  Phone  3142 

Van  Wert,  Ohio 

Van  Wert,  Ohio 

Hitchcocks  Inc. 

Van  Wert  Poultry  and  Egg  Market 

Kaiser  Cars 

319  S.  Walnut  St. 

and 

International  Harvester 

We  do  Custom  Dressing 

Farm  Equipment 

and 

Fancy  Poultry  and  Farm  Fresh  Eggs 

Refrigeration 

J.  F.  RIDENOUR,  PROP. 

225  N.  Washington  Phone  20331 

Phone  2637  Van  Wert,  Ohio 

CARS  TRUCKS 

Custer  &  Sons 

SALES  V mplly  SERVICE 

Eat  Chicken  Every  Sunday 

Best  Chickens  in  Van  Wert 

Fresh  Candled  Eggs  and  Groceries  and  Meats 

Josz  Bros.  Ford  Sales 

FREE  DELIVERY 

Cor.  Walnut  and  Central 

Highest  Prices  Paid  for  Eggs  and  Poultry 

Telephone  2815  Van  Wert,  Ohio 

Phone  2639  Van  Wert,  Ohio 

WE  GRATEFULLY  ACKNOWLEDGE 
OUR  APPRECIATION 
TO 

FIBRE  DRUM  DIVISION 

CONTINENTAL  CAN  COMPANY  INC. 


Manufacturers  of  Fibre  Shipping 

Drums 


FOR 

CO-SPONSORING  OUR  COURT 
OF  HONOR  CONTEST 


VAN  WERT  SESQUI-CENTENNIAL 


PAGEANT  COMMITTEE 


WE  GRATEFULLY  ACKNOWLEDGE 
OUR  APPRECIATION 
TO 


THE  BORDEN  CHEESE  CO. 

DIVISION  OF 

THE  BORDEN  CO. 

Home  of  "Liederkranz" 


FOR 

CO-SPONSORING  OUR  COURT 
OF  HONOR  CONTEST 


VAN  WERT  SESQUI-CENTENNIAL 


PAGEANT  COMMITTEE 


OLD  VAN  WERT  VIEWS 


Van  Wert  in  1873 

Corner  of  Main  and  Washington  Streets  looking  N.  W.  toward  the  McKim 

block  spoken  of  in  the  Brodnix  article 


Van  Wert  in  the  80's 

Looking  East  from  Corner  of  Main  and  Shannon  Streets 


Phone  2620  Van  Wert,  Ohio 

RUNNION'S 

YOURS  and  MINE  RESTAURANT 

John  Earl,  Inc. 

Inviting  You 

To  Dine  Where  There  is 

• 

Enjoyment 

"Van  Wert's  Department  Store" 

PRIVATE  DINING  ROOM  CATERING 

WESTERN  OHIO  BOTTLING  CO. 

Phone  2677 

POP  KOLA  —  HOWELS  ROOT  BEER 

108-110  W.  Main  St. 

COOL  CLUB  ORANGE 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

E.  CRAWFORD  ST.  PHONE  2-0341 

KENNEDY  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY 

Compliments  of 

Purmort  Brothers  Insurance  Agency 

(Since  1876) 

METAL  PRODUCTS 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

CHESTER  GREENEWALD,  MGR.  PAUL  R.  IMLER,  ASST.  MGR. 

Pollock  Building  Telephone  2622 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

OHIO  SESQUI-CENTENNIAL 

* 

* 

★ 

* 

* 
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VAN  WERT  COUNTY'S  CONTRIBUTION 

Ohio,  celebrating  its  Sesqui-Centennial,  is  a  stalwart  leader  of  these  United  States.  Van 
Wert  County,  like  the  State  of  which  it  is  a  part,  can  acclaim  with  pride,  its  wealth  and 
power  which  have  played  a  part  in  State  history. 

Participating  in  this  150th  anniversary  of  historic  achievement  in  the  state  with  our  pro¬ 
grams,  pageant  and  printed  accounts,  let  us  review  with  humility  and  give  thanks  for  our 
past  development,  the  splendid  condition  of  our  present  society,  looking  forward  to  ways  to 
create  finer  means  of  living  for  those  who  are  to  follow. 

An  historic  account  would  be  incomplete  without  descriptive  material  about  location, 
topography  and  mention  of  the  obstacles  overcome  by  the  first  settlers  as  well  as  their 
achievements. 

Van  Wert  County  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Paulding  County,  east  by  Allen  County, 
Mercer  County  on  the  south,  and  the  Indiana  State  line  forms  the  western  border.  Our  land 
is  level — so  characteristic  of  northwestern  Ohio.  The  land  was  covered  with  dense  forests 
and  parts  of  it  were  covered  by  the  Black  Swamp. 

THE  FOUNDING  OF  WILLSHIRE 

In  1820,  Captain  James  Riley  purchased  a  tract  of  land  on  "The  Rapid  in  the  St.  Mary's 
River"  called  "Devil's  Race  Ground".  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  plat  known  as  Will- 
shire.  Riley  erected  a  mill  after  building  a  dam  and  moved  his  family  there  in  1821.  Cap¬ 
tain  James  Riley,  with  his  son  James  Watson  Riley,  held  a  contract  with  the  government  to 
survey  the  northwestern  Ohio  lands,  especially  the  land  about  the  Maumee  River.  Captain 
Riley  was  a  leader  of  men  and  his  letters,  speeches  and  reports  are  a  matter  of  record  in 
Van  Wert  and  Mercer  County  histories.  Wiltshire  became  an  important  place  on  the  route 
to  the  military  outpost  and  settlement  known  as  Fort  Wayne.  The  first  Court  House  was  lo¬ 
cated  in  Wiltshire.  Today  a  small  log  cabin  stands  to  commemorate  the  exact  spot. 

PIONEER  DIFFICULTIES 

In  1830,  the  population  of  Van  Wert  County  is  known  to  have  been  49  persons — cer¬ 
tainly  most  of  those  49  were  residents  of  Willshire. 

The  following  years  were  hard  ones.  The  land  was  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of 
trees  of  all  kinds.  The  land  being  very  level  it  was  covered  with  water  much  of  the  year. 
Swamps  were  numerous  and  wild  game  abundant.  Those  early  settlers  overcame  the  forest, 
drained  the  soil  and  protected  themselves  from  the  wild  animals,  thereby  making  the  fine 
communities  we  now  enjoy.  These  early  pioneers,  as  did  all  settlers,  made  the  most  of  their 


» 

RUSSELL  DIBERT  &  SON 

WILLSHIRE 

Minneapolis  Moline 

Farm  Equipment 

HARDWARE  &  APPLIANCE  CO. 

PITTSBURGH  PAINT 

& 

GOODYEAR  TIRES 

New  Idea  Farm  Equipment 

PAINTS  &  OILS 

PHONE  83 

OHIO  CITY,  OHIO 

PHONE  3  WILLSHIRE,  OHIO 

RHULAND  HARDWARE 

WILLSHIRE  GRAIN  &  SUPPLY 

Sherwin-Williams  Paints 

Maytag  and  Gibson  Appliances 

Grain — Seeds — Grinding  Feed 

Coal 

PHONE  90F2 

WILLSHIRE,  OHIO 

• 

WREN  WILLSHIRE  SCHUMN 

resources.  Their  first  effort  was  to  clear  some  land  to  plant,  and  build  a  cabin.  They  then 
turned  their  attention  to  the  rules  of  government  as  their  number  increased.  There  are  those 
today  who  will  remember  the  fields  of  cut-over  timber,  fields  resembling  thousands  of  meat 
chopping  blocks,  growing  corn  planted  among  those  stumps,  the  split-rail  boundary  lines, 
log  buildings — all  the  natural  result  of  well-known  pioneer  effort  and  industry. 


TRANSPORTATION 

Growth  in  population  was  slow  because  trails  that  later  became  roads  were  the  only 
means  for  travel.  The  completion  of  the  Miami  Erie  canal  in  1845  probably  gave  the  great¬ 
est  impetus  to  the  pioneers  in  this  area  for  the  promise  of  One  Dollar  wheat  spurred  the 
farmers  on  to  greater  efforts  to  clear  the  land.  Their  combined  efforts  brought  industry  and 
business  enterprise — all  based  on  natural  resources.  Early  settlers  told  of  making  the  trip 
to  far-off  Piqua  to  have  grain  milled,  their  method  of  transportation  being  the  use  of  the 
two  front  wheels  of  a  wagon,  upon  which  a  box-like  arrangement  which  had  been  built  to 
hold  the  sacks  of  grain.  Horses  were  forced  to  swim  across  the  streams  as  the  carts  were 
floated  across  by  means  of  logs  placed  underneath  the  wagon  axle.  Another  means  of  con¬ 
veyance  was  a  crude  mud-boat  said  by  some  descendants  of  these  pioneers  to  have  been 
a  forked  sapling  with  the  load  lashed  to  the  forked  part  and  dragged  between  oxen. 

THE  CANALS 

It  was  inevitable  that  transportation  should  play  an  important  part  in  the  development 
of  this  area.  Students  of  early  Ohio  history  know  the  importance  the  Ohio  River  played  in 
the  opening  of  the  West  and  that  Lake  Erie  was  next  in  importance  in  that  passage  west. 
Canals  were  then  made  linking  the  Ohio  River  with  Lake  Erie.  The  Miami  Erie  Canal,  marking 
the  dividing  line  between  Van  Wert  and  Allen  Counties,  encouraged  settlers  to  come  to  Van 
Wert  County.  Many  families  relate  stories,  told  them  by  their  grandparents  of  having  walked 
from  Lima,  where  the  railroad  ended,  to  their  homes  in  far-off  Wiltshire. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Van  Wert  Town  Creek,  in  early  days,  was  of  great  im¬ 
portance  and  probably  greater  size,  a  small  channel  cutting  through  Main  Street  a  few  feet 
west  of  Jefferson  Street  and  the  main  channel  in  the  location  it  now  occupies.  The  territory 
lying  in  between  was  frequently  covered  with  water.  At  one  time  the  town  boasted  of  a  boat 
landing  on  the  banks  of  the  creek. 

The  first  jail  was  built  of  logs  in  1838,  hewed  on  all  four  sides  and  notched  together.  It 


HARTER  &  SON 

NATIONAL  SEAL  CO. 

FUNERAL  HOME 

Factory  &  General  Offices 

Van  Wert  County's 
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also  had  a  floor  of  fitted  timbers  and  the  ceiling  was  nearly  escape-proof,  being  made  of  Linn 
logs  ten  inches  square.  This  early  jail  cost  the  county  $483.00. 

COMING  OF  THE  "IRON  HORSE" 

It  was  in  1853  that  the  Ohio  and  Indiana  Railroad,  now  the  Pennsylvania,  reached  the 
town  of  Van  Wert.  This  railroad  was  the  result  of  a  survey  made  in  1848-49,  and  was  the 
corporation  formed  under  an  act  of  the  legislature  in  1850.  The  act  provided  that  the  County 
Commissioners,  with  the  consent  of  the  voters,  could  subscribe  to  the  Capital  stock  of  the 
railroad  a  sum  not  to  exceed  $100,000.  The  townships  were  also  permitted  to  subscribe  to 
the  extent  of  $15,000.  While  records  do  not  show  Van  Wert  County  Commissioners  sub¬ 
scribed  this  amount,  the  story  has  always  prevailed  that  Van  Wert  City  raised  $15,000  and 
the  requirement  was  made  that  the  road  bed  was  to  go  directly  through  the  city — this  making 
the  two  curves  that  now  exist  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad. 

The  first  rail  lines  were  narrow  gauge.  The  rails  were  made  of  hardwood  and  easily 
built,  consequently  the  roads  branched  to  include  many  small  communities.  Many  of  these 
lines  were  later  discontinued  after  much  land  speculation. 

Another  method  of  financing  the  building  of  railroads  was  the  acceptance  of  notes 
from  the  farmers  and  business  men  in  payment  for  stock.  The  Delphos  and  Kokomo  rail¬ 
way  Company,  now  the  Nickel  Plate,  was  constructed  in  1878,  made  possible  with  the  issue- 
ing  of  notes  payable  on  January  1,  1879  providing  the  road  was  completed  or  in  condition 
for  a  locomotive  to  traverse  the  road  between  Delphos  and  Willshire.  In  order  to  comply  the 
company  had  the  last  few  miles  constructed  by  laying  rails  on  a  snow  roadbed  and  having 
the  engine  run  into  Willshire.  In  the  late  seventies  the  Home  Improvement  Company  built  the 
Cincinnati  Great  Northern,  now  the  New  York  Central,  running  north  and  south  through 
Van  Wert  County,  to  connect  with  other  company  roads,  making  it  possible  by  1882  to  go 
from  Cincinnati  to  the  State  of  Michigan.  The  Chicago  and  Atlantic,  now  known  as  the  Erie, 
was  constructed  in  1882.  Of  interest  to  many  was  the  Van  Wert-Paulding  Railroad  that  ex¬ 
tended  from  Richey  station  into  Paulding  County  in  order  that  timber  could  be  obtained  for 
stave  factories  after  the  supply  of  timber  in  our  own  county  was  exhausted.  Van  Wert 
County  was  later  crossed  from  east  to  west  by  an  interurban  electric  railway  completed  in 
January  1905  and  discontinued  in  1933.  The  number  of  railroad  employees  in  Van  Wert 
County  at  one  time  exceeded  one  thousand  persons. 

USE  OF  TIMBER 

Following  the  Civil  War  with  the  development  of  the  railroads,  Van  Wert  County's 
destiny  was  linked  with  timber  and  the  resulting  wood  products.  The  containers  for  ship¬ 
ping  were  barrels,  small  and  large,  tight  fitting  for  liquids  and  loosely  made  for  other  ma¬ 
terials.  These  barrels  were  used  for  everything  transported  and  they  were  made  entirely  of 
wood.  The  forests  of  Van  Wert  literally  went  into  the  manufacture  of  parts  of  these  kegs  and 
barrels.  Manufacture  of  staves  for  barrels  was  the  natural  result  of  using  the  material  avail¬ 
able.  Everything  was  shipped  in  barrels  and  stave  factories  at  one  time  were  the  industrial 
giants  of  this  area.  Records  prove  there  were  probably  in  1870  —  twelve  in  Van  Wert  city, 
one  in  Convoy  and  two  in  Delphos. 

The  stave  factories  provided  work  for  hundreds  of  men,  first  in  felling  the  trees  and  then 
drying,  milling  and  shaping  the  staves.  Items  manufactured  later  included  wagons,  buggies, 
stirrups,  bolts  for  furniture,  handles  and  other  lumber  products. 

The  first  saw  mill  was  erected  by  Samuel  M.  Clark  west  of  the  Cincinnati  Northern 
Shops.  Subsequent  saw  mills  were  operated  by _ Stage,  William  Parkinson,  Jerry  and  Wash- 
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ington  Zeigler,  and  Joseph  Gleason.  The  Gleason  mill  was  located  on  the  site  now  occupied 
by  the  Dull  Lumber  Company.  These  early  mills  were  originally  up-right  or  muling  saws, 
being  replaced  later  by  the  circular  saws. 

Among  other  early  industries  we  find  tanneries  operated  by  John  F.  Gabby,  D.  H.  Clip- 
pinger  and  John  Malick.  Brick  kilns  operated  by  William  Groscost,  Thomas  L.  Lehew  and 
Rupright  Brothers.  Probably  all  of  these  kilns  were  located  in  what  is  now  the  county  fair 
grounds  and  the  pond  on  these  grounds  is  the  result  of  their  early  activities. 

But  the  history  of  this  county  until  1900  was  woven  about  the  availability  of  timber.  It 
is  a  known  fact  even  today  that  the  white  oak  found  in  this  area  is  better  than  any  other 
place  in  the  United  States  or  Canada,  serving  the  purpose  of  builders  of  fishing  boats,  docks 
and  dredges. 

FROM  TIMBER  TO  TILLAGE 

During  the  1800's  it  was  apparent  that  timber  would  soon  be  exhausted.  Attention  was 
then  turned  to  farming.  Ditches  were  needed  and  here  another  example  of  thrift  and  industry 
was  demonstrated  by  the  building  of  the  ditches  to  remove  the  water  and  make  the  soil 
available  for  plowing.  This  was  required  in  order  to  bring  the  land  north  of  the  "Ridge"  or 
Lincoln  Highway  (route  No.  30)  as  it  is  known  today,  into  profitable  cultivation.  Geologists 
state  the  Ridge  road  was  at  one  time  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Picture,  if  you  can, 
the  building  of  those  drainage  ditches  found  along  the  many  roads  north  of  the  Ridge.  Then 
imagine  the  effort  required  in  the  building  of  the  small  outlets  in  the  fields  which  were  dug 
by  hand,  filled  with  brush  and  planks  to  form  an  inverted  V.  Later  burned  tile  was  used  in 
the  ditching  of  these  fields.  The  ditches  were  used  to  remove  the  water,  drain  the  land  and 
attract  plant  roots  to  greater  depth.  Eventually  records  show  that  drain  tile  was  manufac¬ 
tured  in  every  township  in  our  county. 

The  stories  of  log  rolling — the  piling  of  trees  that  were  later  burned,  the  destruction  of 
forests  now-  considered  as  wasteful,  all  prove  the  industry  of  settlers  from  New  England 
states,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  even  those  countries  of  Germany,  England,  Wales  and  Ire¬ 
land  who  migrated  to  cultivate  this  rich  land  we  now  enjoy.  They  were  patient,  plodding 
and  thrifty,  developing  the  farms,  building  homes  and  industries.  Plowing  and  planting  a 
field  full  of  stumps  would  certainly  try  the  patience  of  a  farmer  today! 

A  FARM  COUNTY 

By  1900  this  was  a  farming  community.  Corn,  wheat  and  oats  were  the  principal  crops. 
Sugar  beets  have  been  grown  successfully  here  and  the  first  planting  of  soya  beans  this  side 
of  the  Ohio-Pennsylvania  line  was  made  5  miles  south  of  Van  Wert  city,  it  being  the 
second  planting  in  the  state.  Van  Wert  County's  million  bushel  production  of  soya  beans 
in  1939  was  the  largest  production  of  soya  beans  in  any  Ohio  county  and  the  development 
and  production  has  been  phenominal. 

At  one  time  hogs  and  horses  were  the  "stock  in  trade"  raised  for  shipment  and  fine 
draft  horses  raised  in  Van  Wert  County  were  sought  in  the  great  horse  markets  of  the  country. 
Today  we  see  instead  fine  herds  of  dairy  cattle  grazing  in  the  pastures  providing  milk  for  a 
world  famous  cheese. 

CULTURAL  IMPROVEMENT 

When  the  land  was  cleared,  drained  and  made  profitable,  attention  of  the  citizens  was 
turned  to  schools  and  churches.  The  first  school  was  built  in  Van  Wert  city.  Prior  to  this, 
knowledge,  was  imparted  on  mother's  knee  and  through  experience  of  hard  work.  By  1855 
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there  were  two  frame  school  buildings  in  Van  Wert.  The  one  room  schools  were  built  of 
logs,  then  frame  and  many  later  were  built  of  brick.  At  one  time  there  were  116  of  these 
schools  in  Van  Wert  County  of  which  15  were  in  two  cities  and  the  several  towns,  and  101 
in  the  country.  In  this  number  were  included  all  the  schools  of  Delphos  and  the  one  school 
of  Scott.  A  Normal  School  was  conducted  in  Middle  Point  in  the  1890's.  The  first  centralized 
school  was  built  in  Ridge  township  in  1914. 

We  point  with  pride  to  the  Brumback  Public  Library,  the  first  county  library  in  the 
world  to  be  maintained  from  county  funds.  The  building,  inspired  by  the  diligence  of  thirteen 
Van  Wert  women  who  started  a  lending  library,  was  the  gift  of  J.  S.  Brumback  and  his 
family.  Branches  of  this  library  are  in  all  towns  and  schools  in  the  county. 
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CHURCHES 

Religion  in  the  early  days  was  confined  to  meetings  in  log  cabins.  Later  there  are  records 
of  early  itinerate  preachers  and  teachers.  First  known  place  for  a  denomination  to  worship 
was  in  the  first  Court  House.  Later  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  erected  a  building  on 
what  is  now  a  parking  lot  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Jefferson  and  Jackson  Streets.  This 
building  was  not  plastered  and  the  seats  were  rough  boards.  The  many  church  buildings 
found  scattered  over  our  county  (at  one  time  there  were  more  than  one  hundred)  attest  to 
the  fact  that  a  devout  Christian  faith  has  added  much  to  the  strength  and  welfare  of  Van 
Wert  County. 

"JOHNNY  APPLESEED" 

One  of  the  great  preachers  and  teachers  trekking  through  the  Northwest  Territory  was 
John  Chapman,  known  to  the  settlers  as  "Johnny  Appleseed".  Many  residents,  particularly 
those  on  the  Ridge  Road  have  family  records  relating  anecdotes  about  this  eccentric,  gentle, 
lovable  character  who  would  not  harm  man  or  beast.  He  was  a  frequent  visitor  while  making 
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his  many  trips  to  and  from  eastern  Ohio  communities  to  what  is  now  known  as  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana.  He  was  noted  for  the  planting  of  apple  trees  as  well  as  his  benevolence  and  Chris¬ 
tian  training. 

COUNTY  UNITY 

The  value  of  the  county  unit  has  been  appreciated  in  all  efforts  along  the  lines  of  prog¬ 
ress.  The  proof  that  county  spirit  in  Van  Wert  County  has  ever  been  strong  is  evidenced  by 
the  popularity  of  several  county  institutions  and  county  activities.  Our  splendid  Y.W.C.A. 
and  Y.M.C.A.,  the  Marsh  Foundation  School  as  well  as  the  creation  of  several  funds  for  use 
in  time  of  human  need,  are  indicative  of  the  high  type  of  county,  state  and  national  patriot¬ 
ism  that  has  placed  Van  Wert  County  in  an  enviable  position  in  Ohio  State  history. 

Through  participation  in  our  County  Fair,  an  annual  exhibition  on  a  54-acre  plot  with 
excellent  Fair  buildings,  interest  has  been  widespread  in  seed  production,  new  varieties  of 
plants  and  new  skills  ore  promoted.  This  encourages  throughout  the  year,  plowing  contests, 
livestock  shows  and  their  resulting  sales.  The  growth  of  the  4-H  movement  is  well  founded. 
Organization  of  Granges  and  other  farm  groups  has  added  much  to  the  history  of  their  state 
and  national  organizations.  The  industrial  growth  of  Van  Wert  city  has  been  steadily  ad¬ 
vancing  since  1920. 

TRANSITION 

Today  133  years  after  the  first  family  settled  in  our  county  and  during  this  Sesqui- 
Centennial  of  our  statehood,  our  county's  population  has  grown  from  these  few  families 
who  settled  in  Willshire  to  at  least  27,000  persons.  Where  the  406  square  miles  (259,840  acres) 
were  covered  by  virgin  forests,  there  are  now  251,750  acres  in  fine  farm  lands  divided  into 
twelve  townships.  There  are  1,800  miles  of  open  ditches  to  drain  this  county.  The  first  set¬ 
tlers  were  able  to  cultivate  one  or  a  fraction  acres  and  today  the  average  cultivated  per  farm 
is  130  acres.  Home  ownership  of  farms  and  homes  is  still  very  high,  less  than  thirty  percent 
of  our  farms  being  occupied  by  tenants.  Early  settlers  paid  a  few  dollars  for  an  acre  of 
ground,  today  the  conservative  average  is  considered  at  $200.  Where  corn  and  wheat  were 
the  principle  crops,  the  new  soya  bean  is  now  23%  of  the  $15,000,000  farm  income  as  com¬ 
pared  to  14%  for  corn  and  7%  for  wheat.  Where  wooden  products  were  once  the  principal 
industry  (barrels)  the  containers  fabricated  and  assembled  here  today  are  from  paper  and 
are  winning  national  acceptance  in  their  place.  Where  the  early  settlers  worried  about  the 
trips  to  the  mill  in  Piqua,  Van  Wert  County  now  has  miles  of  state,  county  and  township 
road,  railroads,  connecting  with  transcontinental  carriers,  modern  airport  and  transportation 
facilities  of  the  best.  Probably  our  chief  concern  today  is  for  safety  and  tranquility  of  the 
future. 

Surely  Isaac  Van  Wert  would  be  delighted  with  the  city  and  county  that  bears  his  name. 
The  marble  monument  erected  to  his  memory  in  Tarrytown,  New  York,  is  overshadowed  by 
this  important  political  section  of  Ohio  that  is  named  for  him. 

Van  Wert  was  one  of  the  three  captors  of  Major  Andre,  who  was  aiding  Benedict  Ar¬ 
nold  in  a  traitorous  plan  to  surrender  the  plans  of  West  Point  in  Revolutionary  days.  As  one 
of  Andre's  three  captors,  he  was  rewarded  by  Congress  with  a  silver  medal  and  an  annual 
payment  of  $200,  yet  it  remained  for  the  hardy  settlers  and  their  descendants  to  design,  de¬ 
velop  and  promote  a  county  in  a  great  state  as  a  living  memorial  to  Van  Wert's  deeds  and 
valor. 

- C.  D.  PENNELL 
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A  "FIRST  RESIDENT'S"  STORY 

It  is  not  often  that  in  a  community  no  older  than  is  the  City  and  County  of  Van  Wert, 
there  is  available  the  story  of  incidents  experienced  by  one  who  was  there  "when".  Here¬ 
with  is  the  story  of  Mrs.  Matlida  Brodnix  who  passed  away  in  December,  1917  at  the  age  of 
83.  This  venerable  pioneer  is  survived  only  by  one  grandson,  B.  B.  Brodnix  of  915  Park  St. 

Her  story  is  presented  in  two  parts.  The  first,  The  Brodnix  Notes,  a  series  of  incidents  as 
she  dictated  them  to  a  friend  in  the  year  1909.  These  notes  have  been  corrected  only  so  as  to 
identify  the  locations  mentioned. 

The  second  part,  The  Brodnix  MS,  is  taken  from  notes  written  by  Mrs.  Brodnix  herself. 
No  corrections  or  alterations  have  been  made  in  her  narrative.  The  materials  in  parenthesis 
has  been  added  for  the  purpose  of  identifying  locations.  Any  slight  discrepancies  of  dates 
or  facts  will  have  to  be  charged  to  the  fading  memory  of  the  story  teller. 

THE  BRODNIX  NOTES 

James  Watson  Riley  laid  out  Van  Wert  in  town  lots.  He  named  the  little  Cook  boy,  who 
was  only  three  months  old  when  Mr.  Riley  came  here,  Riley,  after  himself.  The  child  had 
been  named  but  they  changed  it.  Riley,  holding  the  pen  in  the  little  fellows  hand,  wrote 
the  child's  name  on  a  document  giving  little  Riley  a  town  lot. 

One  afternoon  while  we  were  talking  together,  Mrs.  Brodnix  said,  "I  wish  the  old  times 
could  be  again.  I  would  buy  up  town  lots  and  be  a  rich  woman;  then  I'd  help  the  poor  now." 
(Mrs.  Brodnix  at  this  time  was  about  seventy-five  years  old). 

Mrs.  Brodnix's  parents  came  here  two  years  before  the  town  was  settled  when  she  was 
only  two  and  one-half  years  old. 

People  came  and  settled  around  the  site  of  the  town  for  miles  around  before  it  was  laid 

out. 

Up  until  Mrs.  Brodnix,  (then  little  Matilda  Cook),  was  about  seven  years  old,  a  number 
of  Indian  wigwams  were  on  the  site  of  the  handsome  home  of  Mr.  J.  W.  McMillen.  This  home 
is  now  at  the  southwest  comer  of  the  Main  and  Shannon  Streets  intersection. 

On  what  is  now  Main  Street,  there  was  no  bridge  across  the  creek  but  the  settlers  felled 
trees  across  the  stream  upon  which  to  cross.  The  stream  then  was  not  nearly  as  wide  as 
now,  and  a  wilderness  all  around.  No  doubt  this  place  was  a  very  swampy  region. 

Upon  the  day  the  town  lots  were  sold  men  on  horse  back  flocked  in  to  buy  lots.  There 
being  only  two  houses  then,  Mrs.  Cook  provided  food  and  shelter  for  many.  She  baked  up 
a  barrel  of  flour  in  four  days  for  the  men.  Mr.  Cook  had  been  notified  to  be  prepared  to 
furnish  meals  for  the  newcomers. 

A  young  girl,  only,  and  she  lived  fifteen  miles  away  was  available  to  help  Mrs.  Cook. 
She  was  Eliza  Brunson,  afterwards  Mrs.  George  Angevine.  She  took  care  of  the  little  ones 
while  Mrs.  Cook  prepared  the  meals. 

Mrs.  Cook  made  a  large  tick,  or  slip,  out  of  muslin.  As  there  was  no  straw  she  filled  the 
tick  with  leaves.  She  put  the  tick  upon  the  middle  of  the  floor,  and  the  men,  to  sleep,  lay 
around  this  tick  with  their  heads  upon  the  edge. 

The  men  fed  their  horses  out  of  the  sugar  troughs. 

Out  of  the  sugar  maples,  even  in  those  early  days,  the  children  of  her  family  enjoyed 
some  excellent  taffy. 
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As  the  men  ate  they  put  their  money  under  their  plates  and  Mrs.  Cook  read  up  the  money 
with  the  dishes.  Every  plate  had  its  coin,  a  quarter  a  plate. 

Mr.  Cook  invested  in  considerable  land  in  and  around  about  what  is  now  Van  Wert. 
At  the  time  Van  Wert  was  laid  out,  Mr.  Cook  bought  the  whole  square.  What  we  call  the 
McKim  Square,  this  was  the  block,  beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  intersection  of 
Main  and  Washington  Streets. 

After  the  town  was  opened,  the  town's  needs  made  themselves  felt. 

Mr.  Cook  started  a  grocery  and  dry  goods  store  where  now  stands  a  jewelry  store  of 
Mr.  Rowland.  (N.W.  corner  of  Main  and  Washington). 

Mr.  Rolland's  jewelry  store  then  was  where  Mr.  Scholler's  store  now  stands.  In  this 
building  his  family  also  lived.  Following  this  need  was  that  of  a  hotel  or  what  was  called  a 
tavern.  It  was  situated  about  where  Mr.  Hall's  dry  goods  store  and  Mrs.  Minnie  Dillie — Dillie 
Johnson  millinery  stores  now  stand. 

Mr.  Cook  bought  a  farm  out  where  is  now  the  old  Burt  place  (700  block,  S.  side  W.  Main). 
There  he  built  a  log  house,  still  keeping  the  grocery  until  others  came  in  to  establish  stores. 
Upon  this  farm  of  eighty  acres  had  been  numerous  wigwams  but  the  Indians  had  all  left 
that  place.  The  whites  gradually  usurped  the  lands  of  the  Indians  while  the  Indians  were 
gradually  leaving. 

Mrs.  Brodnix  said  if  you  were  good  to  the  Indians  they  were  good  to  you,  but  if  they 
made  them  angry  at  you,  you  might  as  well  say  good-by  to  yourself.  The  Indians  as  a  tribe 
were  friendly  to  the  whites. 

Mrs.  Brodnix  spoke  of  a  fight  of  two  Indian  brothers,  when  she  was  about  ten  years  old. 
The  jail  then  was  a  log  one  and  stood  near  the  site  of  the  old  brick  jail  before  our  present 
substantial  stone  building  was  built.  At  the  time  of  this  writing  in  1909  there  was  another 
log  house  still  standing  in  the  town  of  Van  Wert.  It  was  built  about  the  time  the  town  was 
laid  out.  It  was  on  Raymond  Street. 

Mrs.  Brodnix's  family  came  in  a  big  covered  wagon,  for  there  were  no  railroads  then  in 
this  part  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Cook  came  from  Mansfield  and  must  have  taken  about  a  week  on  the 
journey.  There  were  three  little  children,  the  oldest  only  five.  All  three  children  had  the 
whooping  cough.  While  the  father  guided  the  team  over  rough  and  muddy  roads  some¬ 
times  making  only  ten  miles  a  day,  the  mother  would  sometimes  get  out  of  the  wagon  and 
walk,  at  times  carrying  two  children,  for  the  little  ones  would  grow  tired  in  the  wagon  and 
the  weary  mother  would  carry  them  until  too  tired  to  go  further. 

THE  BRODNIX  MS 

When  my  father,  Daniel  Cook,  moved  from  Mansfield,  Richland  County,  Ohio,  to  Van 
Wert,  which  was  then  a  wilderness,  there  were  but  two  houses,  one  empty.  We  occupied 
that  one.  The  other  family's  name  was  Dodds.  They  were  here  I  suppose  about  one  year 
and  then  Mrs.  Dodds  died  and  was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery.  At  that  time  not  a  stick  of 
timber  was  cleared,  all  wood  then.  Mr.  Dodd  and  his  little  daughter  Hattie,  moved  away 
about  two  years  after  we  moved  here.  The  town  was  laid  out  by  Mr.  James  Watson  Riley. 
My  brother  Riley  Cook  was  named  after  him. 

It  took  my  father  one  week  to  go  to  Mansfield  and  back  for  a  load  of  groceries  and  pro¬ 
visions,  nothing  but  mud  roads.  When  the  town  was  laid  out  my  mother  did  all  the  cooking 
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and  baking  for  all  of  the  people.  I  have  heard  her  say  that  she  baked  up  a  barrel  of  flour 
in  four  days  and  it  was  all  eaten.  She  did  all  her  cooking  and  baking  in  an  out-oven  and  by 
the  fire-place.  She  knew  nothing  about  a  cook  stove. 

She  couldn't  get  any  one  to  help  her  but  a  small  girl  to  take  care  of  the  children.  (Eliza 
Brunson,  afterwards  Mrs.  George  Angevine). 

There  weren't  any  white  families  living  within  miles  of  here,  plenty  of  Indians  and 
wild  animals  of  all  kinds.  My  father  would  go  out  hunting  and  kill  maybe  ten  or  fifteen 
deer  a  day  and  bring  home  the  hams  and  hides  and  leave  the  rest  in  the  woods  for  the  wild 
animals,  such  as  wolves  and  bears.  I  remember  one  day  I  was  going  home  from  school, 
about  a  square  from  the  house  sat  a  big  black  bear  eating  a  hog  that  he  had  killed,  but 
when  he  saw  me  he  ran  off  in  the  woods. 

I  had  to  go  to  school  a  mile  through  the  woods,  all  alone,  only  I  would  take  two  dogs 
along  with  me  for  company.  I  would  take  dinner  enough  for  all  the  dogs,  for  the  dogs  would 
stay  until  school  was  out  and  we  would  all  go  home  together.  We  could  hear  the  wolves 
howling  then  we  would  run,  I  tell  you. 

The  school  house  I  went  to  was  a  log  one.  I  never  went  to  school  in  any  other.  I  went  to 
school  only  about  three  years  in  my  life,  for  my  mother  died  when  I  was  sixteen  years  old 
and  I  had  to  keep  house. 

My  father  would  dry  the  venison  and  hides.  When  he  would  get  a  wagon  load,  he 
would  go  to  Mansfield  with  a  big  two-horse  covered  wagon  and  trade  the  meat  and  hides 
for  groceries  and  provisions.  It  would  take  him  a  week  to  go  and  get  back. 

My  brother,  Riley  Cook  was  the  first  white  boy  that  trod  the  soils  of  Van  Wert.  My  sister, 
Robertta  Cook  Coe  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Van  Wert.  She  was  named  after  Mrs. 
Dodds. 

There  were  droves  of  Indians  at  that  time.  As  high  as  one  hundred  would  pass  our 
house  at  a  time  and  would  water  their  ponies  at  our  well.  When  ready  to  leave,  the  squaws 
would  have  their  papooses  strapped  on  their  backs.  There  were  Indian  tents  all  through 
the  woods. 

When  we  moved  here,  I  would  go  and  see  them  nearly  every  day  and  take  them  some¬ 
thing.  They  would  give  me  cooked  venison  in  return.  The  way  they  would  cook  it,  they 
would  put  a  piece  of  meat  on  a  stick  and  hold  it  over  the  fire.  I  would  think  it  wasn't  good 
and  when  I  would  get  quite  a  distance  from  the  tent,  I  would  lay  it  on  a  log  or  stump.  They, 
the  Indians,  never  eat  butter  on  their  bread,  nothing  but  lard.  My  mother  always  kept  a  keg 
of  lard  full  for  them  in  the  smoke  house  and  they  would  come  and  get  it  whenever  they 
needed  it.  We  were  always  good  and  kind  to  them. 

One  time  there  were  two  Indian  brothers  got  to  fighting  and  one  killed  the  other  and 
the  people  put  him  in  jail.  He  told  them  if  they  would  let  him  take  a  walk  each  day  for  an 
hour,  he  would  come  back,  and  he  would.  He  would  come  out  to  our  house.  We  lived  then 
on  the  farm  a  mile  out  of  town,  now  called  the  Burt  place.  He  would  come  every  day  and 
stay  until  it  was  time  to  go  back.  I  would  set  on  his  lap.  I  wasn't  afraid.  What  was  I  to  be 
afraid  of?  I  can't  remember  what  they  did  with  him. 

Whatever  an  Indian  would  say  he  would  or  would  not  do,  he  would.  We  were  good 
and  kind  to  them.  My  father  had  the  first  grocery  and  dry  goods  store  in  Van  Wert  and  the 
first  hotel.  The  grocery  and  house  we  lived  in  before  we  moved  to  the  farm  was  where  the 
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old  McKim  block  is  and  the  hotel  a  little  west  of  that. 

He  owned  all  of  the  square  at  that  time.  Our  lights  were  tallow  candles  and  lamps  by 
putting  grease  in  something  and  a  wick  in  to  make  a  light.  We  knew  nothing  about  coal  oil 
in  those  times.  There  used  to  be  a  spring  of  water  in  the  cellar  of  the  house. 

One  day  my  sister  Lydia  and  I  were  gathering  blackberries  in  the  woods  where  Wis- 
man's  grocery  (First  room  south  of  alley  on  west  side  of  Washington  St.  in  1st  block — now 
Goodsell's)  now  is  and  one  of  us  hit  our  foot  against  something.  I  forget  which  one  it  was. 
We  took  the  leaves  and  dirt  off  and  there  was  a  half  a  bushel  of  bullets  buried  in  a  tin  can, 
but  we  couldn't  get  them  out,  so  we  went  home  and  told  my  father  and  he  went  with  us  and 
dug  them  out  and  took  them  home.  He  said  the  Indians  had  buried  them  there. 

Then  another  time  we  were  going  along  through  the  woods  where  the  Penn  property 
is  now  occupied  by  Cupps.  One  of  us  stepped  on  a  soft  place  and  went  down  to  our  waist; 
this  was  afterward  found  to  be  a  spring  of  water  (1st  two  lots  north  of  Pennsylvania  R.R.  on 
west  side  of  Jefferson  St.).  I  think  that  it  is  there  yet. 

One  night,  when  it  was  all  woods  yet  there  was  a  panther  went  through  town  and  gave 
one  scream.  Our  dogs  all  jumped  into  the  house  through  the  window,  for  our  window  lights 
were  greased  paper  in  those  days.  Its  mate  was  killed  out  west  and  it  was  going  east.  We 
learned  afterward  it  was  killed  out  east. 

One  time  after  dark  my  mother  went  out  quite  a  piece  from  the  house  to  lay  the  rails 
down  for  the  cow  to  go  to  her  calf  for  she  knew  if  the  mother  wasn't  with  it  the  wolves  would 
eat  up  the  calf.  Just  as  she  got  the  rails  down  a  pack  of  wolves  set  up  a  scream.  My  mother 
said  she  thought  they  were  close  to  her.  She  threw  the  lantern  and  each  jump  she  took  she 
gave  a  scream  until  she  got  to  the  house* 

That  big  willow  tree  that  stands  on  the  Burt  place  my  father  planted  there  sixty-five  years 
ago  in  the  year  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine  (The  willow  tree  mentioned  grew  to  be 
an  immense  tree  and  stood  in  front  of  the  Burt  home  on  West  Main  St.,  until  within  recent 
years).  I  was  but  a  small  child  and  stood  beside  him  and  saw  him  plant  it.  It  was  but  a 
limb  off  another  tree. 

THE  END 
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Beef  by  the  Quarter 
Custom  Processing 
Locker  Storage 


FRIGID  LOCKER  SERVICE 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 


"I  Sell  the  Earth  and  Everything  on  It." 


Merl  Knittle 

Auctioneer  —  Real  Estate  Broker 
VAN  WERT,  OHIO 


AS  THE  YEARS  GO  BY 

Come  to  us  for  Home  Loans  and 
a  safe  place  to  Invest  Money 

First  Federal  Savings  and  Loan 
Association  of  Van  Wert 


PHONE:  OFFICE  21871 


RESIDENCE  41636 


S.  S.  BEARD,  PRESIDENT 


J.  S.  HALL,  SECRETARY 


THE  CITIZENS  OF  VAN  WERT  COUNTY 
PROUDLY  PRESENT 

THE  VAN  WERT  COUNTY  SESQUI-CENTENNIAL  PAGEANT 

"TRAILS  OF  TIME'' 

A  JOHN  B.  ROGERS  PRODUCTION 
Staged  and  Directed  by 
ROBERT  WAYNE  POWERS 

"PROLOGUE" 

The  opening  scene  is  a  colorful  and  thrilling  spectacle  in  which  our  Van  Wert  Sesqui- 
Centennial  Queen  arrives  and  welcomes  all  spectators  to  the  Pageant.  Her  Royal  Highness 
is  greeted  by  colorfully  costumed  groups  including  the  Sesqui-Cadets,  The  Royal  Court  of 
Honor,  and  many  others.  The  grand  entrance  is  preceded  by  an  appearance  of  "Miss  Colum¬ 
bia"  surrounded  by  girls  in  colorful  costumes  of  the  States  of  Columbia. 


EPISODE  ONE  .  .  .  "INDIANS  OF  THE  LAND  UNKNOWN" 

This  scene  is  dedicated  to  the  story  of  the  Red  Men — the  Indians  who  roamed  this  land 
of  ours  so  many  years  ago.  You  will  see  members  of  our  community  cast  in  the  roles  of 
Indians — performing  their  daily  work,  setting  up  tepees  and  establishing  villages  in  which 
work  and  play  took  place.  One  of  the  highlights  of  this  episode  will  be  a  dance  to  "The  Sun 
God",  performed  by  the  Indian  Maidens. 


EPISODE  TWO  .  .  .  "THE  SPIRIT  OF  76" 

As  we  watch  a  living  replica  of  the  Spirit  of  Freedom,  we  are  reminded  that  our  freedom 
was  not  dropped  upon  us  "As  the  Gentle  Rains  from  Heaven,"  but  was  fought  for  and  won  by 
brave  men  and  women  who  elected  as  their  first  President — General  George  Washington. 


Only  Place  in  Van  Wert  County  you  can  Buy 
Furniture,  Appliances  &  Floor  Covering 
At  10  to  50%  OH. 

Brown's  Furniture  Exchange 

116  N.  Washington  St. 

Van  Wert,  Ohio 


Compliments  of 

The  Van  Wert 
Manufacturing  Company 
and 

Universal  Uniform  Company 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

MEN'S  SLACKS  UNIFORM  CAPS 

UNIFORM  SHIRTS  LETTERED  GARMENTS 

LINED  JACKETS  UNIFORM  PANTS 


Hall  Lumber  &  Coal  Company 

Building  Materials 
Sherwin-Williams  Paints 
Builders'  Hardware 

SINCE  1910 

Phone  30  Convoy,  Ohio 


Hilton  Jewelry 

Watches  —  Diamonds 
Jewelry  —  Silverware 

CONVOY,  OHIO 


Perry  Lybarger 

Water  Well  Drilling 
City,  Factory,  Railroad 
and 

Farm  Wells 

Phone  3-4605  Van  Wert,  Ohio 


Low  Overhead,  Low  Prices,  BPS  Paints, 
Wallpaper,  Gifts,  Houseware,  Sporting  Goods 
Check  Our  Prices  Before  Buying 

COMPLIMENTS 

Muntzinger  Village  Shop 

Convoy,  Ohio  Tel.  162 


Don  Dauler  Elevator  Co. 

DEALER  IN 

Grain,  Hay,  Straw,  Coal,  Feed 

♦ 

CONVOY,  OHIO 


Ersham  Furniture  Store 

Furniture  and  Appliances 
Custom  Built  Furniture 

Phone  70  Convoy,  Ohio 


EPISODE  THREE  .  .  .  "THE  TREATY  OF  GREENVILLE" 

We  witness  a  scene  that  had  a  great  effect — not  only  on  Ohio — but  on  the  rest  of  the 
country  as  well — for  the  Indian  Wars  were  concluded  and  peace  brought  to  the  Frontier — 
by  the  Treaty  of  Greenville.  You  will  see  General  Anthony  Wayne  meet  with  Indian  Chief¬ 
tains  and  participate  with  them  in  their  Peace  Pipe  Ritual. 


EPISODE  FOUR  .  .  .  "THE  FIRST  SETTLERS" 

Across  the  lands  soon  came  the  pioneers.  Mile  after  weary  mile  they  drove  their  cum¬ 
bersome  wagons  whose  wheels  sang  out  a  creaking  song  as  they  ground  their  way  toward 
the  Van  Wert  of  the  future.  We  will  see  the  log  cabin  homes  of  our  first  settlers  and  watch 
the  arrival  of  wagon  trains,  sharing  with  them  their  hardships  and  pleasures. 


EPISODE  FIVE  .  .  .  "EDUCATION  ON  THE  NEW  FRONTIER" 

In  the  year  1827 — the  first  school  in  the  county  was  a  little  log  building  on  the  public 
square  of  Willshire.  Our  School  system  from  the  earliest  days  has  grown  into  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  state.  But  in  this  scene — we  return  to  one  of  the  early  schools,  to  share  with  the 
teachers  some  of  the  problems  of  teaching  the  "Three  R's." 

EPISODE  SIX  .  .  .  "THE  DUEL  AT  DOG  CREEK" 

Out  of  our  colorful  history  comes  the  sad  legend  of  an  Indian  Princess  who  could  not 
decide  between  her  two  suitors.  In  accordance  with  Indian  Law — the  braves  met  at  Dog 
Creek — and  there — in  the  presence  of  the  Indian  Maiden,  fought  a  duel  in  which  both  were 
killed.  They  were  placed  to  rest  on  the  spot  of  their  duel,  and  in  years  to  come,  a  group  of 
apple  trees  grew  there,  as  a  living  monument.  From  where  did  the  trees  come?  Legend  has 
it  that  they  were  planted  by  another  colorful  character  from  our  past — fohnny  Appleseed. 


Converse  Grain  Co. 

O.  O.  Whyman  Grain  Co. 

Grain — Flour — Feed — Coal 

Dealers  in 

Converse,  Ohio 

Grain,  Hay,  &  Straw 

Phone  973-R  Venedocia,  Ohio 

ELGIN,  OHIO 

Phone  772 

R.F.D.  2 

"Bud" 

The  Convoy  Equity  Exchange  Co. 

Ackom's 

Hay — Grain — Straw 

Clothing — F  oot  wear 

Feed — Coal — Etc. 

BULK  DISTRIBUTORS  PETROLEUM  PRODUCTS 

Phone  16320  Convoy,  Ohio 

Phone  36  Convoy,  Ohio 

Tommy's  Cafe 

Clark's  Place 

Good  Food  •  Home  Made  Pies 

BEER  •  WINE  •  POOL 

Fountain  Service 

Phone  121  Convoy,  Ohio 

Convoy,  Ohio 

Glancy  Printing  Co. 

G.  C.  Rogers  Bakery 

COMMERCIAL  PRINTING 

Special  Cakes  —  Pasteries 

Bread  —  Rolls 

Phone  2611  Convoy,  Ohio 

Phone  3231  Convoy,  Ohio 

EPISODE  SEVEN  .  .  .  "JOHNNY  APPLESEED" 

In  the  year  1839 — John  W.  Chapman — better  known  as  Johnny  Appleseed  paid  a  visit  to 
Alexander  McCoy  in  Ridge  Township — and  then  planted  seeds  on  property  owned  by  Daniel 
Beard.  This  scene  is  a  re-enactment  of  his  visit  to  our  section. 


EPISODE  EIGHT  .  .  .  "FREEDOM  OF  RELIGION" 


Not  only  did  our  early  pioneers  bring  with  them  determination  and  courage — they  also 
brought  that  priceless  gift — faith  in  God.  At  first  there  were  no  churches,  and  family  worship 
played  an  important  part  in  the  life  of  most  families.  We  bring  to  life  in  this  episode  a  re¬ 
ligious  service  typical  of  those  held  back  in  the  days  of  the  rough  wooden  benches  and 
circuit  riding  Preachers. 


EPISODE  NINE  .  .  .  "THE  IRON  HORSE" 

Just  one  hundred  years  ago — in  1853 — the  first  railroad  came  to  Van  Wert.  Until  that  time 
— from  1845  the  Canal  was  the  most  important  mode  of  transportation.  What  excitement 
when  the  "Iron  Horse”  arrived!  In  this  scene  we  go  down  to  the  tracks  and  join  the  good  folks 
who  anxiously  awaited  that  first  train. 


EPISODE  TEN  .  .  .  "REBELLION" 

In  April,  1861 — President  Lincoln  issued  a  call  for  75,000  volunteers  to  preserve  the 
Union.  Van  Wert  had  a  noble  record  during  the  war  .  .  .  and  though  it  was  the  bloodiest 
civil  conflict  ever  known  on  the  face  of  the  earth — when  it  was  ended — the  nation  was 
delivered. 

EPISODE  ELEVEN  .  .  .  "THE  FIRST  FIRE  FIGHTERS" 

In  1890 — the  Van  Wert  Hose  Company  Number  1  and  the  Buckeye  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company  were  organized.  Up  until  that  time  the  fire  fighters  had  used  the  old  hand  drawn 
pumper — purchased  in  1871.  As  we  watch  the  old  "fire-fighting  laddies”  in  action — we  smile 
proudly  as  we  compare  our  present,  fine  fire  department — with  that  of  yesteryears. 


KOHNIE'S  SINCLAIR 
SERVICE 


CRAWFORD'S  GARAGE 

KOHNIE'S  SINCLAIR 

SERVICE 

DeSoto,  Plymouth 

Lubrication,  Gas,  Oil 
and 

Groceries,  Meats,  Pop,  Candy 

MIDDLE  POINT,  OHIO 

Phone  74F11  Ohio  City,  Ohio 

DUTCH  MILL 

McGinnis  motor  sales 

Bar — Grill  & 

Marathon  Service  Station 

MIDDLE  POINT,  OHIO 

The  Best  Used  Cars 

Bought  &  Sold 

Route  30  West 

Midway  Between  Delphos  &  Van  Wert 

Phone  24  Middle  Point,  Ohio 

MORGAN  GROCERY 

OHIO  CITY  LIVESTOCK 

Grocery  &  Meats 

EXCHANGE 

PHONE  13  VENEDOCIA,  OHIO 

PHONE  141 

OHIO  CITY,  OHIO 

WISE  BROTHERS 

BLOSSOM'S 

FURNITURE  &  APPLIANCE 

House  Trailers 

Sizes  21  to  42  Foot 

YOUR  WESTINGHOUSE 

DEALER 

PHONE  18  OHIO  CITY,  OHIO 

PHONE  51-F2  OHIO  CITY,  OHIO 

EPISODE  TWELVE  .  .  .  "THE  GAY  '90's" 

It  was  the  era  of  "The  Bicycle  Built  for  Two,"  "Leg  o'  Mutton  Sleeves/'  and  "Wasp-like- 
Waists."  Everyone  was  in  the  mood  for  basket  picnics — or  a  rollicking  game  of  croquet.  The 
innovation  called  the  "horseless  carriage"  made  its  appearance  and  caused  quite  a  sensa¬ 
tion.  As  we  turn  back  the  pages  of  our  history — we  enjoy  the  "Bathing  Beauties" — the 
"Naughty  Can-Can  Girls"  of  the  Medicine  Shows — all  good  clean  fun,  reminiscent  of  the 
days  when  "Grandma"  was  in  her  teens! 


EPISODE  THIRTEEN  .  .  .  "VAN  WERT'S  BOOK  OF  FAME" 

We  pause  here  to  present  Van  Wert's  Book  of  Fame.  .  .  .  Men  and  Women  whose 
presence  in  our  midst  have  enriched  the  entire  community  and  made  the  country  better  for 
their  having  lived  in  it. 

EPISODE  FOURTEEN  .  .  .  "THE  SESQUI  -  CADETS" 

In  a  tribute  to  the  youth  of  Van  Wert — we  present  the  "Sesqui-Cadets,"  in  a  COLOR¬ 
FUL  and  beautiful  panorama  in  dance. 

EPISODE  FIFTEEN  .  .  .  "LEST  WE  FORGET" 

Where  were  you  on  that  bright  late  autumn  Sunday  afternoon  of  December  7,  1941? 
It  was  then  that  with  startling  suddenness  the  news  of  war  came  to  the  United  States  for 
the  second  time  in  a  generation.  Van  Wert  was  represented  in  every  theater  of  the  war.  Anzio, 
Guadalcanal,  Battle  of  the  Bulge — there  our  boys  fought — struggled — died! 


EPISODE  SIXTEEN  .  .  .  "THE  WHEEL  OF  PROGRESS" 

To  the  great  story  of  Ohio — our  own  county  has  contributed  one  of  the  most  colorful 
chapters.  To  the  great  American  ideals  for  which  Ohio  stands — she  has  given  of  her  blood. 
As  we  review  the  panorama  of  our  history,  however — it  is  not  to  boast — rather  are  we 
humbled  that  the  past  has  bequeathed  to  us  so  rich  a  heritage  and  it  is  in  that  spirit  that  we 
face  forward  to  meet  the  challenge  of  a  changing  world,  striving  toward  the  great  principle 
of  Freedom,  Peace  and  Progress  for  all  the  world. 

The  management  reserves  the  right  to  make  any  necessary  performance  changes. 


Finest  in  Farm  Machinery 


EWING 

LUMBER  CO. 


L.  E.  Arnold 
PHONE  72 
WILLSHIRE,  OHIO 


PHONE  2684  VAN  WERT,  OHIO 


WILLIMAN'S  I.G.A. 


Your  Complete  Food  Market 
With  Every  Day  Low  Prices 


FROZEN  FOOD,  DEEP  FREEZE  SERVICE 
FOR  HOME  FREEZERS 


FILL  YOUR  HOME  LOCKER 
WITH  FRUITS,  VEGETABLES, 
FISH,  BEEF,  PORK 
AT 

WHOLESALE  PRICES 


VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

ACROSS  FROM  THE  POST  OFFICE 


UNION  QUARRIES  CO. 


CRUSHED  STONE 

AGRICULTURE  LIME 

GENERAL  CONTRACTING 


PLANT  LOCATED 
VAN  WERT  COUNTY 


Office  Phone  2650  Van  Wert 
Plant  Phone  16F3  Scott,  Ohio 


FIFTY  YEARS  AGO 


At  11:45  A.M.  on  April  7,  1903,  the  boiler  on  old  #108,  pictured  above,  ex¬ 
ploded  in  the  round  house  of  the  Cincinnati  Northern  R.  R.  yards,  destroying 
the  six  middle  stalls.  Fortunately  the  workmen  had  left  for  lunch  a  short  time 
before,  so  none  were  killed... 


Robinson's 
Hair  Cutting  Parlor 

As  Good  as  the  Best 
& 

Better  than  Most 
OHIO  CITY,  OHIO 


Gardner  Lumber  Co. 

DEALERS  IN 

Lumber — Paints — Hardware — 

Cement — Plaster — Lime — 

Posts — etc. 

Phone  1  Ohio  City,  Ohio 


M.  H.  R.  Alfalfa  Co.,  Inc. 

DEALERS  IN  ALFALFA  MEAL 

Phone  114F-21  Ohio  City,  Ohio 


Jonestown  Grain  &  Feed  Co. 

Grain — F  eed — Seed — F  ertilizer 

Phone  82-2  Venedocia,  Ohio 


DEL  &  PORKY 

D.  M.  Brubaker  &  Son 

Plumbing,  Heating,  Siding, 

6c  Roofing 

Phone  33  Ohio  City,  Ohio 


D.  A.  High  &  Son 

Dealers  in 
LIVESTOCK 

Res.  131 — Phone  50  Ohio  City,  Ohio 


Ted's  Gift  Shop 

LOLLYPOPS,  POTTERY  AND  TOYS 

203  North  Wayne  Street  Van  Wert,  Ohio 

Phone  3-9122 


Geo.  L.  Moore,  Insurance  Agency 

Loans,  Real  Estate  and  Insurance 
PHONES  OFFICE  8  —  RESIDENCE  4 

Main  Street  Ohio  City,  Ohio 


Airplane  View,  Van  Wert,  About  1928 


Van  Wert,  Main  Street,  About  1928 


FISHER'S  SERVICE  STATION 


Gribler  Dairy 


DEALERS  IN  SINCLAIR  PRODUCTS 


PASTEURIZED  DAIRY  PRODUCTS 


Phone  22971 

209  N.  Washington  Van  Wert  Ohio 


900  S.  Washington  St.  Phone  21501 

Van  Wert,  Ohio 


Compliments  of 


Williams  and  Hoaglin 

"COMPLETE  MARKET" 


Scott,  Ohio 


Phone  50 


The  Scott  Equity  Exchange 

Grain,  Feeds,  Coal  &  Petroleum  Produots 


Scott,  Ohio 


Compliments  of 

R.  E.  Mohr  &  Son 

FURNITURE  —  HARDWARE  —  APPLIANCES 
Telephone  14 
Scott,  Ohio 


Glenmore  Garage 

F.  N.  ALLMANDINGER,  OWNER  &  OPERATOR 

Phone  38F11  Glenmore,  Ohio 

ICE  CREAM  —  CANDY  —  TOBACCOS 

General  Repairing  and  Accessories  for 
Auto,  Tractor,  &  Farm  Equipment 
Portable-Acetylene  &  Electric  Service 
Reo  Mower  Sales  &  Service 


Agler  Grocery 

FINE  FOOD  —  MEATS 
BARBER  SHOP 

Wren  Phone  38F21  Glenmore,  Ohio 


Compliments  of 

WECK  TILE  PLANT 

Manufacturers  of  Clay  Drain  Tile 
Phone  34254  R.  No.  4,  Van  Wert,  Ohio 


FIRST  CAR  IN  VAN  WERT 


In  1900  Noah  Clifton  built  for  himself  the  first  car  built  and  owned  in  Van 
Wert.  The  motor  was  a  single  cylinder  affair  from  a  section  of  cast  iron  water 
pipe.  The  ignition  was  the  hot  tube  type,  heated  to  a  glow  by  a  gasoline  torch 
which  Clifton  also  made.  The  carriage  was  a  buggy  steered  by  the  little  crank 
shown  in  the  picture. 

The  top  speed  was  12  miles  an  hour,  and  gasoline  was  obtainable  only 
in  drug  stores  as  a  by-product  of  kerosene. 


Kinder  Cycle  Inc. 

Bicycles  and  Motor  Bikes  -  Cycles  -  Scooters 

Parts  and  Service  at 

242  W.  Main  Van  Wert,  Ohio 


Since  1850  the  Van  Wert  Community  has  received  their  agri¬ 
cultural  needs  at  the  same  location;  where  The  Weiker  Grain 

Co.  is  located  today. 


Our  sincere  hope  is;  that  we  may  serve  you  with  the  best  in 
feed,  seed,  fertilizer,  farm  supplies,  and  grain  services  in  the 
future  as  we  have  tried  to  do  in  the  past. 


THE  WEIKER  GRAIN  CO. 


Elevator  &  Feed  Mill 
212  N.  Market  St. 
Phone  41591 


O.  J.  Weiker,  Jr.,  Mgr. 
VAN  WERT,  OHIO 


Seed  Cleaning  Plant 
Bonnewitz  Ave. 
Phone  2963 


Complin i 

HISEY  and  BEBOUT 

General  Building  Contractors 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

tents  of 

CAMPBELL  HARDWARE  INC. 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

WREN  RESTAURANT 

PHONE  26F3  WREN,  OHIO 

STYLE  SHOP 

Van  Wert's  Newest  Ladies'  Ready-to-Wear 

101  E.  MAIN  VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

MILLER  HARDWARE 

PHONE  24F2  WREN,  OHIO 

McKEDDIE  APPLIANCES 

109  E.  MAIN  VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

DULL  HOME  STORE 

PHONE  41F3  WREN,  OHIO 

GOODSELL  BROS.  INC. 

Wallpaper  and  Paint  Store 

113  S.  WASHINGTON  ST.  VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

SNYDER  MARKET 

PHONE  17  WREN,  OHIO 

SHOWALTER  SPORTING  GOODS 

108  N.  Washington  St. 

PHONE  2928  VAN  WERT.  OHIO 

PETTYJOHN'S  5c  TO  $1.00  STORE 

CONVOY.  OHIO 

Turner  TV  Sales  and  Service 

300  S.  WALNUT  VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

JIM'S  SOHIO  SERVICE 

Atlas  Tires  and  Batteries  Phone  2961 

CONVOY,  OHIO 

DOLLY'S  RESTAURANT 

WEST  MAIN  VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

MEYER  INSURANCE  AGENCY 

General  Insurance  with  Better  Service 

CONVOY,  OHIO  PHONE  17120 

Donald  S.  White  Studio 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

CROW'S  MAIN  FOOD  MARKET 

Better  Quality  for  Less 

903  W.  MAIN  ST. 

HARDEN  MUSIC  STORE 

WEST  MAIN  VAN  WERT.  OHIO 

U.  S.  SPORTING  GOODS 

116  E.  Main 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

THE  CITY  LOAN  and  SAVINGS  CO. 

134  E.  MAIN  VAN  WERT.  OHIO 

HOGHE  SUNOCO  STATION 

2225  Central 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

HUNTER'S  DRUG 

PRESCRIPTION  SPECIALISTS  FOR  OVER  50  YEARS 

McCOY'S  FLOWERS 

PHONE  3070  VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

VAN  WERT  BOOK  STORE 

"Hunt  lor  the  Best" 

BUD'S  SHOP 

138  E.  MAIN  VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

WEST  BROTHERS  CLEANERS 

WINEBURGH 

Ladies'  Ready-to-Wear 

PHONE  39355  VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

AHLENIUS  COMPANY 

NORTHWEST  INC. 

Main  and  Walnut  Phone  2858 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

GEORGE  C.  PECK 

"LET  GEORGE  DO  IT" 

Skelgas  —  Monarch  —  Geneva  Kitchens 

Complimemts  of 

KINKLEY'S  CORNER 

Groceries,  Gas  &  Oil 

STATE  ROUTE  117  SPENCERVILLE,  OHIO 

ARNOLD  GARAGE 

Gun  Dealer 

233  S.  MARKET  ST.  VAN  WERT.  OHIO 

LESLIE  REXALL  DRUG 

PHONE  42  CONVOY.  OHIO 

KIGGINS  CAMERA  SUPPLY 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

KILGORE  BROTHERS'  GARAGE 

PHONE  32  CONVOY.  OHIO 

The  Middle  Point  Locker  Co-Operative 
Middle  Point,  Ohio 

KLEINHENZ  INC. 

Stock  Yard 

PHONE  77  WILLSHIRE,  OHIO 

Strawn's  Grocery 

Fresh  Vegetables  &  Meats 

PHONE  21  MIDDLE  POINT,  OHIO 

CONGRATULATIONS  &  COMPLIMENTS 

DR.  M.  J.  OSBORN 

WILLSHIRE,  OHIO 

SOUTH  SIDE  RESTAURANT 

BEER  &  WINE  CARRY  OUT 

PHONE  73  MIDDLE  POINT,  OHIO 

J.  C.  Edwards 

Ohio  State  Life  Insurance 

PHONE  24F2 

Friesner  Hardware 

Plumbing  &  Electric  Supplies 

PHONE  101  MIDDLE  POINT,  OHIO 

A.  L.  Roehm 

RADIO  &  SOUND 

WILLSHIRE,  OHIO 

The  Gardner  Grocery 

Phone  71 

OHIO  CITY,  OHIO 

KATIE'S  KITCHEN 

Willshire,  Ohio 

Buettner  Welding  Shop 

Phone  82 

MIDDLE  POINT,  OHIO 

Spitler  Shoe  Shop 

PHONE  8  WILLSHIRE.  OHIO 

Barson  Auto  Parts  Co. 

W.  Lincoln  Highway  and  City  Limits 

VAN  WERT.  OHIO 

LAWN  REST 

Venedocia,  Ohio 

Brownie's  Drive  In 

JCT.  127  AND  224  VAN  WERT.  OHIO 

THE  HOME  STORE 

Phone  58  Ohio  City,  Ohio 

Motel  Ridge  Way 

21/2  MILES  WEST  30  VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

RAWLAND  BARBER  SHOP 

Ohio  City,  Ohio 

Foley  Motel  &  Restaurant 

7  MILES  WEST  30  CONVOY.  OHIO 

EARL  SPITLER 

Phone  142  Ohio  City,  Ohio 

Lincoln  Way  Restaurant 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  Flick 

1  MILE  WEST  30  VAN  WERT.  OHIO 

SID'S  TAVERN 

Ohio  City,  Ohio 

Gleasons  National  Polish 

Pratt  &  Summit  St. 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 

RED  HORSE  INN 

O.  V.  ROGERS,  PHONE  3138 

ROUTE  127-224  VAN  WERT.  OHIO 

Willshire  Cream  Station 

MARY  STETLER 

HOME  HARDWARE 

EVERETT  KOENIG 

Venedocia,  Ohio 

CARL  L.  CROOKS 

Realtor 

FARMS  —  FARM  LOANS  —  CITY  PROPERTIES 

MARGARET  E.  ROBERTS 

Van  Wert  Insurance  Agency 

RALPH  BOLLENBACHER 

Realtor 


Pollock  Radio  and  Furniture  Co. 
Van  Wert,  Ohio 


KESLER'S  GROCERY 

Van  Wert,  Ohio 

GORMAN  ELECTRIC  CO. 

Household  Appliances  and  Electrical  Contractors 

Mac's  Delicatessen  Shop 
For  Your  Party  Supplies 

Underwood  Music  House 

"Don" 


VAN  WERT  DISTRIBUTING,  Inc. 


Distributors  of  finer  Malt  Beverages 


211  So.  Walnut  St. 


Phone  2848 


VAN  WERT,  OHIO 


SEE  US  FIRST 

for 


BUILDERS1  SUPPLIES 
PAINT 
HEATING 

COAL 


DOORS  and  SASH 
PLUMBING 
ROOFING 


ELECTRICAL  APPLIANCES 

General  Contracting  of  all  Kinds 
No  Job  too  Large  or  too  Small 

BAGLEY  BUILDERS  SUPPLY  COMPANY 

116  N.  WALNUT  ST.  PHONE  3033 

In  Van  Wert  for  over  Thirty  Years 


VAN  WERT 

JUNIOR  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE 

AND 

VAN  WERT  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 

WELCOMES 

OUR  NEWEST  INDUSTRY 

AEROQUIP,  INC. 

1225  W.  MAIN  ST. 


Saf  30 

STEAK  HOUSE 

& 

COCKTAIL  LOUNGE 

RAPIDLY  BECOMING  ONE  OF  THE 
MIDWEST'S 

LEADING  DINING  RENDEZVOUS 

WE  OFFER  DINING  PLEASURES  LONG  REMEMBERED 

AIR  CONDITIONED  COMFORT 
IN  OUR 

TAP  AND  DINING  ROOMS 

R.  M.  ZIEGLER,  PROP.  ROBERT  LOUTH,  MGR. 

VAN  WERT,  OHIO 


WILKINSON  PRINTING  COMPANY,  VAN  WERT,  OHIO 


